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Methodology

New Bridge Strategy (R) and Aspect Strategic (D) conducted a
survey among N=400 likely 2026 voters in Denver from August

11-15, 2026.

Interviews were conducted via live telephone interviews (both
cell phones and landlines) and online. Interviews were
distributed proportionally throughout Denver. Quotas were set
for key demographic sub-groups, such as gender and age.

The margin of error is +4.90% for the overall sample. The
margin of error will vary for sub-groups.
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Key Demographics

Gender

Male
Female

Ethnicity

White
Voters of Color
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Homeowner

Own
Rent

Education

Some college
College grad
Post grad

Party

Republican 10%
Independent 44%
Democrat 45%
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A plurality of voters say Denver is headed in the right direction,
although nearly one-in-four are intensely negative.

4% 23%
Definitely Right Direction Definitely Wrong Track

M Total Right Direction H Total Wrong Track

Generally speaking, would you say things in Denver are headed in the right direction or are they off on the wrong track?
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Denver voters continue to be more optimistic than pessimistic about
the direction of the city, in line with last year.

44% 44%

2% 19% 6% 26%
Def RD Def WT Def RD Def WT

0 +4 +10 +10
August 2023 June 2024 August 2025 August 2026

M Total Right Direction H Total Wrong Track

Generally speaking, would you say things in Denver are headed in the right direction or are they off on the wrong track?
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Newer residents are more likely to say Denver is going in the right
direction compared to residents who have lived there longer.

7% 12% 5% 13% 0% 21% = —
Definitely Definitely Definitely | Definitely Definitely | Definitely Definitely  Definitely
RD wT RD wT RD wTt RD wrt

+39 +30 +14 -6

0-5 Years Resident 6-10 Years Resident 11-19 Years Resident 20+ Years Resident/Native

M Total Right Direction H Total Wrong Track

Generally speaking, would you say things in Denver are headed in the right direction or off on the wrong track?
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Personal finances significantly impact how voters perceive the
direction the city is headed.

4% 22% 2% 21% 7% 35%
Definitely RD Definitely WT Definitely RD Definitely WT Definitely RD Definitely WT

+23 +7 -25

Personal Finances: Comfortable Personal Finances: Getting by Personal Finances: Difficult to make ends
meet

M Total Right Direction B Total Wrong Track

Generally speaking, would you say things in Denver are headed in the right direction or off on the wrong track?
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More than two-in-three voters volunteer homelessness or affordable
housing as the top issues for Denver city government to address.

%
Homelessness/encampments 36%
Affordable housing 33%
Crime/drug problems/safety 27%
Cost of living 20%
Roads/infrastructure 15%
Public transportation 15%

Environmental/trash/pollution problems 13%

Government/politicians/leadership 13%

Balanced budget/cut wasteful spending 11%

Taxes/property taxes 10%

Now, in your opinion, what are the most important issues for the Denver city government to address?
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The share of voters focused on homelessness as a top issue has decreased significantly over
the last few years. Concerns over government leadership have emerged more strongly.

2025-2026

June 2024 August 2025 August 2026 Change

Government/politicians/leadership - - 13%

Environmental/trash/pollution
problems

Cost of living 11% 14% 20%
Taxes/property taxes 7% 5% 10%
Affordable housing 31% 30% 33%
Public transportation 8% 13% 15%
Roads/infrastructure 7% 14% 15%
Crime/drug problems/safety 30% 26% 27%
Balanced budget/cut wasteful spending - 11% 11%

7% 5% 13%

Homelessness/encampments 54% 44% 36%

Now, in your opinion, what are the most important issues for the Denver city government to address?
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Almost four-in-five voters feel safe in Denver, the highest share in
the last several years.

18% 10% 24% 7% 10%

Very Not Safe at Very Not Safe at Not Safe at Not Safe at
Safe All Safe All All All

+36 +46 +44

August 2023 June 2024 August 2025 August 2026

M Total Safe B Total Not Safe

How safe do you feel in Denver? Do you feel very safe, somewhat safe, not very safe, or not safe at all?
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Conservative voters and men are more likely to say they do not feel
safe in Denver compared to other groups.

Top Subgroups - Not Safe (21%)

Conservatives 47%
Republicans 41%
Men without College Degree 39%
Independent 45+ 37%
Moderates 36%
Independent men 33%
Personal finances: Difficult 31%

How safe do you feel in Denver? Do you feel very safe, somewhat safe, not very safe, or not safe at all?
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While a plurality still think Denver is on par with other cities when it

comes to challenges, fewer feel the city surpasses others.
2024 2026

Denver is doing better than many other 330/ 270/
cities today 0 0

Denver is doing about the same as many 390/ 420/
other cities today 0 0

Denver is doing worse than many other 270 300
cities today 0 0

When you think about the challenges facing the City of Denver, which comes closer to what you think — is it more that...
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More than three-in-five are satisfied with Denver as a place to live,
with just a little erosion from two years ago.

24% 19%

Very Satisfied 15% Very Satisfied 15%
Very Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied

M Total Satisfied B Total Dissatisfied

Taking a step back, overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with Denver as a place to live?
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Voters remain split in their opinion of Denver City Council.

Denver City Council

\/
2 41% 42%

v -
DENVER

THE MILE HIGH CITY

June 2024 August 2025 August 2026

M Very Favorable M Total Favorable [ Very Unfavorable M Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Voters also continue to have unfavorable impressions of the Denver
School Board.

Denver School Board

June 2024 August 2025 August 2026

M Very Favorable M Total Favorable [ Very Unfavorable M Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.

COLORADO

POLLING A/\SQGCT NEW BRIDGE STRATEGY

INSTITUTE trategic




Favorability for Mayor Johnston has dropped since last year.

Mayor Mike Johnston

46% 46%

June 2024 August 2025 August 2026

M Very Favorable M Total Favorable [ Very Unfavorable M Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Those with favorable opinions cite his ability to get things done and his
progress addressing homelessness in particular.

4 N
% Favorable “Denver feels like it’s moving in a better
direction under him.”

Getting things done/trying/keeps promises 44% Male, Age 18-34, IND

Y,
Addressing homelessness 26% N
Caring/compassionate/good personally 20% e 4

Hear good things/favorable (general) 11% “Has taken bold moves on homelessness and
climate.”

Economic growth/jobs 10% Male, Age 45-54, DEM

J
\

Improving housing costs 7% “Made noticeable progress in cleaning up
] homelessness and revitalizing
Roads/infrastructure 7% downtown.”

Female, Age 45-54, DEM

What are the one or two reasons why you have a favorable )

COLORADO impression of Mayon Johnston?
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Conversely, voters with unfavorable opinions perceive poor results.

( )
% Unfavorable “I don’t see that there is any control over
the homelessness issue. | think he has his

. priorities wrong.”
0,
Not up to the job/poor results 47% Female, Age 55-64, DEM

Political climber/not for the people 18% N 7
Overspending/poor planning 17% 4
f

Handling crime/drugs/safety poorly 17%

“Flock cameras and ICE. Treatment of the

Handling homelessness poorly 16% unhoused population.”
Female, 35-44, DEM

Flock cameras 14%

Corrupt/special interests 14%

Has not kept promises/dishonest 10% “Too much spending and too little

.. rogress on issues that matter.”
Taxes/cost of living 10% Prog Male, Age 65+, GOP

What are the one or two reasons why you have an unfavorable )

COLORADO impression of Mayon Johnston?
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Voters with positive views feel he is trying to make improvements and cares
about the City, but fewer point to the homeless issue.

Caring/compassionate/good personality

20%

2025-2026
Chan_ge

(420

Getting things done/trying/keeping
promises

44%

Economic growth/jobs

10%

Environmental/trash/pollution problems

1%

7%

+7

Hear good things/favorable (general)

14%

5%

11%

+6

Roads/infrastructure

1%

7%

+6

Improving housing costs

4%

5%

7%

+2

Addressing homelessness

42%

39%

26%

-13

What are the one or two reasons why you have a favorable
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Those who hold negative views are more broadly dismissive and do not
perceive accomplishments.

2025-2026
Change

Not up to the job/poor results 47% @

Political climber/not for the people 18%

Flock cameras 14%

Corrupt/special interests - 14%

Handling crime/drugs/safety poorly 10% 17%

Has not kept promises/dishonest 4% 10%

Taxes/cost of living 4% 10%

Handling homelessness poorly 20% 16%

Overspending/poor planning - 25% 17%

What are the one or two reasons why you have an unfavorable impression of Mayor Johnston?
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Despite this, most continue to say Mayor Johnston has started moving things
in the right direction but think he needs to do more.

He has made significant progress in
addressing the city’s challenges

He has started moving things in the right
direction but needs to do more

He hasn’t made any progress in addressing
the city’s challenges

He has made things worse

Thinking about Mayor Mike Johnston again — he has been in office for just over three years. Which best describes how you think he is doing as Mayor?
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A majority of voters think the Mayor made at least some progress on
homelessness, with “significant progress” doubling from 2024.

m Homelessness

39%

2025

M Significant Progress B Needs to Do More  E No Progress M Made Things Worse

For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant progress in addressin g that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs
to do more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.
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Voters are more split on how they perceive his progress on crime and
public safety.

@ Crime and public safety

39%

2025 2026

M Significant Progress B Needs to Do More E No Progress M Made Things Worse

For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant progress in addressin g that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs
to do more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.
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Little has changed in the last year in views of the Mayor’s efforts to
address affordable housing.

The affordability of housing

54%

47%

2025 2026

M Significant Progress B Needs to Do More E No Progress M Made Things Worse

For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant progress in addressin g that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs
to do more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.
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Similarly, there is little movement in perceptions on addressing the
City’s economy.

‘“ Jobs and the economy

359 38%

2025 2026

M Significant Progress B Needs to Do More E No Progress M Made Things Worse

For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant progress in addressin g that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs
to do more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.
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Voters are somewhat more familiar with Lisa Calderon than they are with
Shontel Lewis, however neither one is widely known.

Lisa Calderon Shontel Lewis

B Very Favorable  E Total Favorable [ Very Unfavorable [ Total Unfavorable M Never heard of /No opinion

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Denver voters have a far more favorable impression of Melat Kiros
than Diana DeGette.

Diana DeGette Melat Kiros

M Very Favorable M Total Favorable [ Very Unfavorable M Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Degette has net unfavorable ratings among key voter sub-groups.

Degette Kiros
(Fav Image - Unfav Image) (Fav Image - Unfav Image)

Democrats Ages 18-44 +49

Democrats Ages 45+ +24

Independents Ages 18-44 +22

Independents 45+ -2

Socialists +79

Very Liberal +51

Somewhat Liberal +24

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
COLORADO person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Nearly one-in-five Denverites identify as socialist when asked their
political ideology —more than identify as conservative (15%) and up
from 11% in 2024.

Top Subgroups - Socialist

o Democrats under age 45 40%
Ages 18-34 28%
o Democrats 28%

Lived in Denver 10 yearsorless | 27%

Renters 25%

Identify as Socialist

And thinking about your views toward politics and government, would you say you are...
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Consistent with last year, voters have slightly more favorable views
of socialism compared to capitalism.

Socialism Capitalism

20%

40%

H Very Favorable H Total Favorable @ Very Unfavorable H Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Predictably, there is a very stark party divide.

-72 +4 +29

Republicans Independents Democrats

M Socialism: Total Favorable H Capitalism: Total Favorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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There is an age divide as well, with voters under age 55 more likely
to have favorable opinions of socialism.

60% 60% 57%

-2% - -3%

Age 18-34 Age 35-54 Age 55+

M Socialism: Total Favorable [ Capitalism: Total Favorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Those with favorable impressions of socialism say it promotes equality and is
beneficial for everyone.

( )
% Favorable “Strong social programs help families met
basic needs and reduce poverty.”

Promotes equality/beneficial for all 45% Male, Age 18-34, DEM

J
Socialism is necessary for a better society/people need help 27% N
Healthcare 26% - 4

] ] “Every person deserves dignity through
Social services 16% affordable healthcare, housing and fair
wages.”

Shared distribution of wealth 13% Male, Age 35-44, DEM

J
\

Capitalism doesn’t work/failing 12%

- o
Affordablllty 9% “I feel it’ll benefit all people, not just the

rich who capitalize on most benefits.”
Female, Age 65+, DEM

Taxes will be fair/tax the wealthy 7%

What are the one or two reasons why you have a )

COLORADO favorable opinion of socialism?
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Voters with unfavorable opinions of socialism say it doesn’t work and think it
is an unfair system.

4 )

% Unfavorable “Socialist policies would hurt the economy
and increase government dependence.”
Female, Age 65+, DEM

Against socialism/socialism doesn’t work 39% N y
People need to work for wealth/unfair system 29%

f —Z

History proves impractical/negative results 24%
“Those who work hard pay for those who do

21% not work hard.
Female, Age 55-64, IND

Un-American/not good for our country

Distrust government 20%

Higher taxes 6%

“It has failed in spectacular fashion

) ) ) . everywhere that it has tried and is
Too radical/liberal idea/DSA backing 6% Antithetical to human nature.”

Male, Age 45-54, Other

What are the one or two reasons why you have an )

COLORADO unfavorable opinion of socialism?
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Two-in-three Denverites have very unfavorable views of the Republican party
but only a slight majority have favorable views of the Democrat party.

12% 18%

horem,

X ¥ X%
m ™

B Very Favorable M Total Favorable M Very Unfavorable [ Total Unfavorable

Please read the names of a few public figures and organizations and indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each one. If you have never heard of one, please indicate that. The Democratic
Party. The Republican Party.
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A majority of voters think the Denver City government is generally
more challenging and stands in the way of business.

More welcoming and 440A,

supports business

More challenging and stands O/
in the way of business 55 o

From what you may have seen, read or heard, would you say that Denver City government generally is -
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Party affiliation strongly affects how Denverites see this issue.

-72 -17 +9

Republicans Independents Democrats

B More welcoming B More challenging

From what you may have seen, read or heard, would you say that Denver City government generally is -
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A majority of Denverites see a thriving downtown as essential to
Denver’s future.

A thriving downtown is essential to Denver’s 5 7 0/
future 0

A thriving downtown is important but not 3 00/
essential o

Denver can thrive even if downtown changes 1 30/
significantly 0

Which of the following statements best describes your view?
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Denverites are split in how they see the progress being made on
downtown Denver’s recovery.

5% 18% 6% 16% 6% 18%
Very Very Very Very Very Very
optimistic pessimistic optimistic pessimistic optimistic pessimistic

-15 +5 +2
August 2023 August 2025 August 2026

M Total optimistic [d Neither optimistic nor pessimistic M Total pessimistic

Do you feel optimistic or pessimistic about the progress being made on downtown Denver’s recovery?
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More than two-in-three Denverites think the City should pursue
being the host city for the Democratic National Convention in 2028.

8% 32%

Pursue this political Not pursue this
convention political convention

The City of Denver is pursuing being the host city for the Democratic National Convention in 2028. Some say that this will generate business for local restaurants and businesses and tax revenue for the City, but
others are concerned it will increase traffic, security costs, and disruptions. Overall, do you believe the City of Denver should...
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There is a partisan split, however more than one-in-three Republican voters
say the city should pursue hosting the Democratic National Convention.

78%

63% 64%
37% 35%
22%
-26 +29 +56

Republicans Independents Democrats

M Pursue this political convention B Not pursue this political convention

The City of Denver is pursuing being the host city for the Democratic National Convention in 2028. Some say that this will generate business for local restaurants and businesses and tax revenue for the City, but
others are concerned it will increase traffic, security costs, and disruptions. Overall, do you believe the City of Denver should...
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Perception of Denver’s tax burden has remained consistent over the past
several years.
2024 2025 2026

S  waytoohigh 35% % 36%
4  vighbutacceptabie  29% 29% 28%

I
\/ About right 27% 29% 30%
. 4 t?,“e”iiiﬂf‘d“e“x“i‘it 8% 8% 6%

Would you say that the taxes you pay to Den tyg rnme nt a wyt hghhghbt ptbl about right, or lower than you would

t rthe es that Den nt
COLORADO opec o menpre
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Denver voters report slightly lower levels of financial strain due to
the cost of housing compared to two years ago.

39% 34%
Significant FS Significant FS

+28 +16
2024 2026

M Total Significant/Some Financial Strain H Total Little/No Financial Strain

How much of a financial strain is the cost of housing in Denver for you personally?
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Newer residents are significantly more likely to experience financial
strain due to housing costs compared to residents who have lived in
the city longer.

46% 42% 23% 30%

Significant Significant Significant 28% Significant 23%
FS FS FS NOES FS NOES

+24 +40 +6 +10

0-5 Years Resident 6-10 Years Resident 11-19 Years Resident 20+ Years Resident/Native

M Total Significant/Some Financial Strain H Total Little/No Financial Strain

How much of a financial strain is the cost of housing in Denver for you personally?
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Renters are significantly more likely to experience financial strain
due to housing costs compared to homeowners.

22% 48%
Significant FS Significant FS

0 +38

Homeowners Renters

M Total Significant/Some Financial Strain H Total Little/No Financial Strain

How much of a financial strain is the cost of housing in Denver for you personally?
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Nearly three-in-four Denverites support the city incentivizing
developers to convert empty office buildings into affordable housing.

29%

Total oppose

71% 15%

Strongly oppose
Total support

35%

Strongly support

City government has purchased empty office buildings and offered loans and other incentives to developers who convert those buildings into affordable housing. Do you support or oppose using taxpayer funds for

these projects?
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Nearly half of voters are now pessimistic about the potential
benefits of the bus rapid transit project on East Colfax.

+1 -1
2025 2026

M Optimistic H Pessimistic M Don't Know Enough

In October 2024, Denver began a 5300 million construction project to reduce travel times on East Colfax by creating center-running bus rapid transit lanes shuttling between Broadway in Denver to Yosemite Street in
Aurora. The project is projected to be completed in 2027. Do you feel optimistic or pessimistic that the benefits of rapid transit will be worth the construction disruption and cost, or do you not know enough to say at

COLORADO this time?
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A majority of voters say they are unlikely to ride Waymao.

32% 28%

Total not ridden and not likely to ride
in the future

Total not ridden, but likely to ride in
the future

A A
|

M Already ridden H Very likely @ Somewhat likely H Not very likely H Not likely at all

Waymo is a self-driving taxi that plans to begin passenger service in Denver by the end of this year. Have you ridden in a self-driving taxi service such as Waymo? If not, how likely would you be in the future — would
you be very likely, somewhat likely, not very likely, or not likely at all?
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Nearly two-in-three Denverites see more benefits than downsides
to the shared electric bike and scooter program.

63% 377

a5
More benefits More
—a

than downsides
downsides than benefits

Thinking about the shared electric bike and scooter program in Denver — if you were forced to choose, would you say the program has ...
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Perceptions of the program vary by region of the city.

+28 +40 +10 +26 +38
Northwest Southwest Southeast Northeast Central

B More benefits B More downsides

Thinking about the shared electric bike and scooter program in Denver — if you were forced to choose, would you say the program has ...
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Voters who see more benefits than downsides see it as convenient and
increasing accessibility and availability of public transit.

(- )

“Useful for everyday trips and helps
reduce traffic during busy hours.”
Male, Age 18-34, DEM

Convenience/accessibility/availability N
Alternative to driving/reduce car dependency 4
(

Cost effectiveness/affordable transportation

“Helps people save money on transportation

. . and daily commuting.”
Cover last mile/short distance travel Male, Age 35-44, GOP

\. J
\

Reduce emission/environmental benefits

General su pport “Reduces dependence on cars while

making short trips much easier.”
Female, Age 45-54, DEM

What are the one or two reasons you think the program has )

COLORADO more benefits than downsides?
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Safety concerns top the list for Denverites who see more downsides than
benefits.

(- )

“Riders weave through traffic and make
the roads less safe.”

Reckless driving Female, Age 65+, DEM

J
Endanger pedestrian/safety concerns N
Vehicle abandonment/improper parking - 4

“Scooters are always being left in the middle
of sidewalks, blocking pedestrians, and riders
are not following the law.”
Female, Age 45-54, IND
. J

\

Youth drivers/not enforcing age policy

No dedicated lane/driven on sidewalk

Traffic buildup/congestion

Non-visible alternative

“People ride too fast around pedestrians

General oppose without paying attention.”
Male, Age 35-44, DEM

What are the one or two reasons you think the program has )

COLORADO more downsides than benefits?
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COLORADO
POLLING
- | INSTITUTE

Questions?
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Lori Weigel & Kathryn Hahne
lori@newbridgestrategy.com
kathryn@newbridgestrategy.com

A /\ S Q are J[ Kevin Ingham & Alex Dunn

trategic kevin@aspectstrategic.com
alex@aspectstrategic.com



mailto:lori@newbridgestrategy.com
mailto:karoline@newbridgestrategy.com
mailto:kevin@aspectstrategic.com
mailto:alex@aspectstrategic.com
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