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D. And thinking ahead to the November 2026 election in which we will have the opportunity to 

vote for Governor and other offices, would you say you will…(ROTATE :1-3) 
 
  91% Definitely will vote in this election 
  9% Probably vote in this election 
  -- Probably not vote in this election (THANK AND TERMINATE) 
 
  -- DON’T KNOW/REFUSED (DNR/NOT ONLINE)(THANK AND TERMINATE) 
  
 
1. Generally speaking, would you say things in Denver are headed in the right direction or are they 

off on the wrong track?   

PHONE ONLY PROMPT: And would you definitely (INSERT CHOICE) or mostly (INSERT CHOICE)? 
 
  4% Definitely the right direction 
 45% Mostly the right direction 
 16% Mostly the wrong track 
 23% Definitely the wrong track 
 
 12% Unsure 
 
   - Don't Know/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 
 49% TOTAL RIGHT DIRECTION 
 39% TOTAL WRONG TRACK 
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2. Now, in your opinion, what are the most important issues for Denver city government to 

address?  
 
**PERCENTAGES ADD UP TO GREATER THAN 100% BECAUSE MULTIPLE RESPONSES WERE ALLOWED** 
 
  36% Homelessness/encampments 
  33% Affordable housing 
  27% Crime/drug problems/safety 
  20% Cost of living 
  15% Roads/infrastructure 
  15% Public transportation 
  13% Environmental/trash/pollution problems 
  13%  Government/politicians/leadership 
  11% Balanced budget/cut wasteful spending 
  10% Taxes/property taxes 
  8% Problems Downtown/East Colfax 
  8% Job opportunities 
  6% Public schools/quality of education 
  6% Health care 
  6% Traffic/congestion 
  5% Illegal immigration 
  5% Protect immigrants/stop deportation 
  3% Lack of police/funding/training 
  1% Gun control 
  1% Mental health 
  1% Increased pay/conditions for teachers 
 
  4% Other 
  * Don’t Know/None/Refused 
 

 
3. Taking a step back, overall, how (ROTATE) satisfied or dissatisfied are you with Denver as a place 

to live? 
 

 PHONE IF CHOICE GIVEN: Is that very (satisfied/dissatisfied) or just somewhat (satisfied/ 
dissatisfied)? 

 
 19% Very satisfied 
 44% Somewhat satisfied 
 23% Somewhat dissatisfied 
 15% Very dissatisfied 
 
   - Unsure/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 
 62%^ TOTAL SATISFIED 
 38% TOTAL DISSATISFIED 
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I’m going to read you the names of a few public figures, ideas and local government agencies. Please tell 

me whether you have a (ROTATE) favorable or unfavorable opinion of each one. If you have never heard 

of one, please just say so. 

PHONE IF CHOICE GIVEN: Is that very (favorable/unfavorable) or just somewhat (favorable/unfavorable)? 
 
 RANKED BY % TOTAL FAVORABLE 
 
               (DNR/SHOWTTW)(DNR/NOT TTW) 
 TOT TOT VERY SMWT SMWT VERY NO NVR HRD REF. 
 FAV UNFAV FAV FAV UNFAV UNFAV OPIN    
 
13.  Socialism 
 55% 40% 25% 30% 15% 25%  5%   *  - 
 
11.  The Democratic Party 
 51%^ 45% 12% 38% 22% 23%  4%   *  - 
 
14.  Capitalism 
 47%^ 49% 20% 26% 27% 22%  4%   *  - 
 
10.  Melat Kiros  
 44% 29% 25% 19%  8% 21% 15% 11% 1% 
 
5.  Mayor Mike Johnston 
 39% 50%^  8% 31% 25% 26%  9%  1%  * 
 
4.  Denver City Council 
 38%^ 44%  2% 35% 24% 20% 16%  2%  * 
 
9.  Diana DeGette   
 35% 48% 12% 23% 22% 26% 11%  6%  - 
 
6.  Lisa Calderón 
 27% 25%  6% 21%  9% 16% 25% 22%  1% 
 
8.  Denver School Board 
 25% 49%  3% 22% 26% 23% 24%  2%  - 
 
12.  The Republican Party 
 18% 77%  6% 12% 11% 66%  5%   -  - 
 
7.  Shontel Lewis  
 15% 19%  3% 12%  6% 13% 29% 36% 1% 
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(ASKED IF Q13:1-4, N=378) 
15. What are the one or two reasons why you have a (INSERT CHOICE) opinion of socialism? 
 
**PERCENTAGES ADD UP TO GREATER THAN 100% BECAUSE MULTIPLE RESPONSES WERE ALLOWED** 
 
TOTAL FAVORABLE 

45% Promotes equality/beneficial for all 
27% Socialistic approach is necessary 
26% Healthcare 
16% Social services 
13% Shared distribution of wealth 
12% Capitalism doesn't work/failing 
 9% Affordability 
 7% Taxes will be fair/tax the wealthy 
 2% Socialism is too far/unsure how it would work 
 
 4% Other 
 2% Don't know/none/refused 

 
TOTAL UNFAVORABLE 

39% Against socialism/socialism doesn't work 
29% People need to work for wealth/unfair system 
24% History proves impractical/negative results 
21% Un-American/not good for our country 
20% Distrust government 
 6% Higher taxes 
 6% Too radical/liberal idea/DSA backing 
 
 5% Other 
 3% Don’t know/None/Refused 

 

 
(ASKED ONLINE ONLY AND IF Q5:1-4, N=228) 
16. What are the one or two reasons why you have a (INSERT CHOICE) opinion of Mayor Mike 

Johnston?  
 
**PERCENTAGES ADD UP TO GREATER THAN 100% BECAUSE MULTIPLE RESPONSES WERE ALLOWED** 
 
TOTAL FAVORABLE 
  44%  Getting things done/trying/keeps promises 
  26% Addressing homelessness 
  20% Caring/compassionate/good personality 
  11% Hear good things/favorable (general) 
  10% Economic growth/jobs 
  7% Environmental/trash/pollution problems  
  7% Improving housing costs 
  7% Roads/infrastructure 
  5% Revitalizing downtown 
  4% Addressing crime/safety 
  4% Socialist/liberal/progressive policies 
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  3% Bipartisan/independent thinker  
  3% Addressing illegal immigration 
  2% Ineffective/inefficient leadership  
  2% Stands up to Trump 
  2% Community engagement  
  1% Improving public transportation 
 
  4% Other 
  3% Don’t Know/None/Refused 
 
TOTAL UNFAVORABLE 
  47% Not up to the job/poor results 
  18% Political climber/not for the people 
  17% Overspending/poor planning 
  17% Handling crime/drugs/safety poorly 
  16% Handling homelessness poorly 
  14% Flock cameras 
  14% Corrupt/special interests 
  10% Has not kept promises/dishonest 
  10% Taxes/cost of living 
  9% Taxpayer money going to homeless/immigrants 
  6% Housing costs 
  5% Roads/infrastructure 
  5% Handling illegal immigration poorly 
  4% Environmental/trash/pollution problems  
  3% Hear bad things/unfavorable (general) 
  3% Layoffs 
  2% Sanctuary city 
  2% Defunding/cutting police force 
  1% Downtown is worse 
  1% Too focused on homeless/immigration 
  1% Traffic/congestion 
  1% Socialist/liberal/progressive policies 
 
  5% Other 
  1% Don’t Know/None/Refused 
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17. Thinking about Mayor Mike Johnston again – he has been in office for just over three years. 

Which best describes how you think he is doing as Mayor? (ROTATE TOP TO BOTTOM, BOTTOM 
TO TOP) 

 
  8% He has made significant progress in addressing the city’s challenges 
 51% He has started moving things in the right direction but needs to do more 
 24% He hasn’t made any progress in addressing the city’s challenges 
 17% He has made things worse 
 
   - Don’t Know/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 

 
 59% TOTAL PROGRESS 
 41% TOTAL NO PROGRESS/WORSE 
 

 
For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant 

progress in addressing that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs to do 

more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.  

 
 RANKED BY % SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS 
  
      STARTED 
      MOVING 
 TOT TOT NO  SIGNIFICANT IN RD,  NO   MADE THINGS DK/REF 

PROG PROG  PROG  DO MORE PROG  WORSE  (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 
The first/next one is…(RANDOMIZE) 
 
18. Homelessness 

56%^ 44%  16%  41%  26%  18%  - 
 
19.  Crime and public safety 
 50% 50%  8%  42%  32%  18%  - 
 
20.  The affordability of housing 
 37% 63%  4%  33%  43%  20%  - 
 
21.  Jobs and the economy  
 38% 62%  4%  34%  43%  19%  * 
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22. When you think about the challenges facing the City of Denver, which comes closer to what you 

think – is it more that… (ROTATE PUNCHES 1 AND 2) 

 27% Denver is doing better than many other cities today 
 30% Denver is doing worse than many other cities today 
 42% Denver is doing about the same as many cities today 
 
   - Unsure/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
Thinking about a couple of these issues some more… 

23. How much of a financial strain is the cost of housing in Denver for you personally? (ROTATE TOP 
TO BOTTOM, BOTTOM TO TOP) 

 
 34% Significant financial strain 
 25% Some financial strain 
 20% A little financial strain 
 21% No financial strain at all 
 
   - Don’t Know/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 
 58%^ TOTAL STRAIN 
 42%^ TOTAL LITTLE/NO STRAIN 
 

 
24. From what you may have seen, read or heard, would you say that Denver City government 

generally is – (ROTATE :1-2) 
 
 44% More welcoming and supports businesses 
 55% More challenging and stands in the way of businesses 
 
  1% Unsure/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
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25. Do you feel optimistic or pessimistic about the progress being made on downtown Denver’s 

recovery? (ROTATE :1-5) 
 
  6% Very optimistic 
 35% Somewhat optimistic 
 17% Neither optimistic nor pessimistic 
 21% Somewhat pessimistic 
 18% Very pessimistic 
 
  3% Unsure 
 
   - Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 
 41% TOTAL OPTIMISTIC 
 39% TOTAL PESSIMISTIC 
 

 
26. Which of the following statements best describes your view? (ROTATE TOP TO BOTTOM, 

BOTTOM TO TOP)  

 57% A thriving downtown is essential to Denver's future 
 30% A thriving downtown is important but not essential 
 13% Denver can thrive even if downtown changes significantly 
 
   - Don’t Know/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 
 87% TOTAL ESSENTIAL/IMPORTANT 
 

 
27. City government has purchased empty office buildings and offered loans and other incentives to 

developers who convert those buildings into affordable housing. Do you (ROTATE) support or 
oppose using taxpayer funds for these projects?   
 
PHONE IF CHOICE GIVEN: Is that strongly (support/oppose) or just somewhat (support/oppose)? 

 
 35% Strongly support 
 36% Somewhat support 
 14% Somewhat oppose 
 15% Strongly oppose 
 
   - Unsure (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 
 71% TOTAL SUPPORT 
 29% TOTAL OPPOSE 
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28. The City of Denver is pursuing being the host city for the Democratic National Convention in 

2028. Some say that this will generate business for local restaurants and businesses and tax 
revenue for the City, but others are concerned it will increase traffic, security costs, and 
disruptions. Overall, do you believe the City of Denver should… (ROTATE :1-2) 

 
 68% Pursue this political convention 
 32% Not pursue this political convention 
 
   * Unsure (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
Thinking about some other issues facing the City of Denver -  

29. Would you say that the taxes you pay to Denver city government are (ROTATE) way too high, 
high but acceptable, about right, or lower than you would expect for the services that Denver 
city government provides?  

 
 36% Way too high 
 28% High but acceptable 
 30% About right 
  6% Lower than what one would expect 
 
   - Don’t Know/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 
 64% TOTAL HIGH 
 

 
30. How safe do you feel in Denver? Do you feel…(ROTATE TOP TO BOTTOM, BOTTOM TO TOP)  
 
 27% Very safe 
 53% Somewhat safe 
 12% Not very safe 
  8% Not safe at all 
 
   - Unsure/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 

 
 79%^ TOTAL SAFE 
 21%^ TOTAL NOT SAFE 
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Thinking now about transportation –  
 
31. In October 2024, Denver began a $300 million construction project to reduce travel times on 

East Colfax by creating center-running bus rapid transit lanes shuttling between Broadway in 
Denver to Yosemite Street in Aurora. The project is projected to be completed in 2027. Do you 
feel (ROTATE) optimistic or pessimistic that the benefits of rapid transit will be worth the 
construction disruption and cost, or do you not know enough to say at this time?  
 

 36% Optimistic 
 47% Pessimistic 
 
 17% Don’t Know Enough 
   - Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
32. Waymo is a self-driving taxi that plans to begin passenger service in Denver by the end of this 

year. 

Have you ridden in a self-driving taxi service such as Waymo? If not, how likely would you be in 
the future – would you be (ROTATE) very likely, somewhat likely, not very likely, or not likely at 
all? (ROTATE :2-5 TOP TO BOTTOM, BOTTOM TO TOP) 
 

 10% Already ridden 
 
 11% Very likely 
 20% Somewhat likely 
 22% Not very likely 
 36% Not likely at all 
 
   - Unsure/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
  
 32%^ TOTAL NOT RIDDEN, BUT LIKELY TO RIDE IN THE FUTURE 
 58% TOTAL NOT RIDDEN AND NOT LIKELY TO RIDE IN THE FUTURE 
 

 
33. Thinking about the shared electric bike and scooter program in Denver – if you were forced to 

choose, would you say the program has … (ROTATE :1-2)  
 

 63% More benefits than downsides 
 37% More downsides than benefits 
 
   - Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
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(ASKED IF ONLINE ONLY AND IF Q33:1-2, N=254)  
34. What are the one or two reasons you think the program has (INSERT RESPONSE FROM Q33)?  
 
**PERCENTAGES ADD UP TO GREATER THAN 100% BECAUSE MULTIPLE RESPONSES WERE ALLOWED** 
 
MORE BENEFITS 
 38% Convenience/accessibility/availability 
 32% Alternative to driving/reduce car dependency 
 21% Cost effectiveness/affordable transportation 
 16% Cover last mile/short distance travel 
 15% Reduce emission/environmental benefits 
  3% General support 
 
  4% Other 
  2% Don't know/none/refused 
 
MORE DOWNSIDES 
 50% Reckless driving 

41% Endanger pedestrian/safety concern 
 34% Vehicle abandonment/improper parking 
 15% Youth driver/not enforcing age policy 
 10% No dedicated lane/driven on sidewalk 
  9% Traffic buildup/congestion 
  5% Non-visible alternative 
  4% General oppose 
 
  5% Other 
  1% Don't know/none/refused 
 

 
Now, there are just a few more questions for statistical purposes only... 

D1. In what year were you born? 
 

 29% 18-34 
 23% 35-44 
 16% 45-54 
 11% 55-64 
 20% 65+ 
 
  1% Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
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D2. Gender (PHONES BY OBSERVATION) 
  
 49% Male 
 50% Female 
 
  1% Something Else 
 
   - REFUSED (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
D3. What was the last level of education you completed? 
 
  9% Attended/Graduated High School 
  1% Technical or Vocational School 
 25% Some College or Associates Degree 
 38% Four Year Undergraduate or Bachelor’s Degree 
 27% Graduate/Professional Degree 
 
   * Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
(ASK OF ALL ONLINE)(ASK OF PHONES IF NAME NOT ON FILE) 
D4. How are you registered to vote in Colorado? You may consider yourself of a different party, but 

what does your voter registration show? (RANDOMIZE 1-3) 
 
 10% Republican 
 45% Democrat 
 43% Unaffiliated or Independent 
  1% Other 
 
  1% Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
D5. And thinking about your views toward politics and government, would you say you are… 

(ROTATE) 

  4% Very conservative 
 10% Somewhat conservative 
 28% Moderate 
 20% Somewhat liberal 
 20% Very liberal 
 17% Socialist 
 
   * Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
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D6. Do you own a home or rent in Denver? (ROTATE 1-2) 
  
 40% Rent 
 55% Own 
  5% Other 
 
   - Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
D7. Which of the following best describes your race or ethnicity? 

 71% White or Caucasian 
  2% Asian or Pacific Islander 
  7% Black or African American 
 15% Hispanic or Latino 
 
  4% Other 
  1% Unsure/Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
D9. How long have you lived in Denver? (DO NOT READ CHOICES) 

  5% Less than 2 years 
 13% Between 2 to 5 years 
 14% Between 6 to 10 years 
 15% Between 11 to 19 years 
 32% More than 20 years 
 22% All my life/native 
 
   - Don’t Know (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
   - Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
 

 
D10.  How would you describe your own personal financial situation? (ROTATE :1-3) 

 47% I can live comfortably while also saving an adequate amount for the future 
 40% I can get by every month, but i struggle to save money or pay for unexpected expenses 
 14% I find it difficult to make ends meet every month 
 
   - Refused (DNR/NOT ONLINE) 
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