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Key Findings from a

Survey of Denver Voters
September 2025




Methodology

New Bridge Strategy (R) and Aspect Strategic (D) conducted a
survey among N=417 likely 2026 voters in Denver from August

14-19, 2025.

Interviews were conducted via live telephone interviews (both
cell phones and landlines) and online. Interviews were
distributed proportionally throughout Denver. Quotas were set
for key demographic sub-groups, such as gender and age.

The margin of error is +4.8% for the overall sample. The margin
of error will vary for sub-groups.
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Key Demographics

Gender

Male
Female

Ethnicity

White
Voters of Color
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Homeowner

Own
Rent

Education

Some college
College grad
Post grad

Party

Republican 10%
Independent 42%
Democrat 48%
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A bare majority of voters say things in Denver are headed in the right
direction.

4% 23%
Definitely Right Direction Definitely Wrong Track

M Total Right Direction H Total Wrong Track

Generally speaking, would you say things in Denver are headed in the right direction or are they off on the wrong track?
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Views of the City have improved from the 2023 low.

44% 44%

2% 19% 6% 26% 4% 23%
Definitely RD Definitely WT Definitely RD Definitely WT Definitely RD Definitely WT

August 2023 June 2024 August 2025

M Total Right Direction H Total Wrong Track

Generally speaking, would you say things in Denver are headed in the right direction or are they off on the wrong track?
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Voters who are more financially comfortable are more positive about
the city’s direction than those who are just getting by or finding it
difficult to make ends meet.

4% 20% 3% 23% 3% 35%
Definitely RD Definitely WT Definitely RD Definitely WT Definitely RD Definitely WT

+24 -2 -10

Personal Finances: Comfortable Personal Finance: Getting by Personal Finance: Difficult to make ends
meet

M Total Right Direction H Total Wrong Track

Generally speaking, would you say things in Colorado are headed in the right direction or off on the wrong track?
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Homelessness and affordable housing top the list of issues voters say
Denver city government should address.

%
Homelessness/encampments 44%
Affordable housing 30%
Crime/drug problems/safety 26%
Roads/infrastructure 14%
Cost of living 14%
Public transportation 13%

Balanced budget/cut wasteful spending 11%

Public schools/quality of education 9%

lllegal immigration 9%

Now, in your opinion, what are the most important issues for the Denver city government to address?
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The top three issues that voters volunteered remain unchanged from last year. lllegal
immigration fell significantly in the ranking of top issues, and a new issue, “balancing the
budget and cutting wasteful spending,” was mentioned by over one-in-ten.

June 2024 August 2025

Balanced budget/cut wasteful spending - 11%
Roads/infrastructure 7% 14%

Public transportation 8% 13%
Cost of living 11% 14%

Public schools/quality of education 8% 9%
Affordable housing 31% 30%
Crime/drug problems/safety 30% 26%

Homelessness/encampments 54% 44%

lllegal immigration 24% 9%

Now, in your opinion, what are the most important issues for the Denver city government to address?

COLORADO
POLLING A/\SQ@CT NEW BRIDGE STRATEGY

INSTITUTE trategic




Nearly three-in-four voters say they feel safe in Denver; 12 point
increase in those saying they feel “very safe” in last two years.

18% 10% 24% 7% 30% 10%
Very Safe Not Safe at All Very Safe Not Safe at All Very Safe Not Safe at All

+36 +46 +44

August 2023 June 2024 August 2025

H Total Safe i Total Not Safe

How safe do you feel in Denver? Do you feel very safe, somewhat safe, not very safe, or not safe at all?
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Conservative voters, older voters, and women are among the most
likely to say they do not feel safe in Denver.

ok » : Top Subgroups - Total Not Safe (28%)

Republicans 71%

Conservatives 71%

Personal finances: difficult to make ends meet 44%

Moderates 42%

Women <College 38%

Independent women 37%

Independents 45+ 37%

Women 55+ 35%

How safe do you feel in Denver? Do you feel very safe, somewhat safe, not very safe, or not safe at all?
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Half of voters have a favorable impression of the Denver Police
Department today.

Denver Police

Department 47%

June 2024

18% 43%

11% 51%

August 2025

19% 43%

M Very Favorable H Total Favorable @ Very Unfavorable H Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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More Denverites want more police presence in the city.
There are distinctions by region.

Police presence

Too Right
Much Amount

14% 37% 48% == v

Too Little

Southwest | 11% | 39% | 50%
00 nght Too Southeast 19% | 27% | 54%
mUCh amount little Northeast | 10% | 35% | 55%

Central 15% | 46% | 37%

Do you think there is too much, too little, or the right amount of each of the following in Denver today?
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Voters are mixed on their impression of city council, a few more say
they have a favorable opinion compared to last year.

Denver City Council
34%

June 2024
LY 42%

y

41%

DENVER August 2025

THE MILE HIGH CITY
20% 42%

H Very Favorable H Total Favorable Very Unfavorable H Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Denverites are evenly split on their impressions of Mayor Johnston, though there has been
an increase in the share of voters who say they have an unfavorable impression compared
to last year.

Mayor Mike Johnston

June 2024

38%

46%
August 2025

25% 46%

H Very Favorable H Total Favorable @ Very Unfavorable H Total Unfavorable

Please read the names of a few public figures and local government agencies and indicate whether you have a (ROTATE) favorable or unfavorable opinion of each one. If you have never heard of one,
please indicate that.
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Voters with favorable impressions of Mayor Johnston are satisfied with his
approach to addressing homelessness and delivering on campaign promises.

% 4 )
“He promised to fight homelessness with

Addressing homelessness solid solutions and compassion and he
has delivered.”

Getting things done/trying/keeping promises Female, Age 45-54, IND

J
Revitalizing downtown N 4
Stands up to Trump (

“Stood up to Donald Trump. Actually acting
on budget crisis.”
Male, Age 35-44, IND

Community engagement

Improving housing costs py

Hear good things/favorable (general) N

Addressing crime/safety “He is iBteIIige’nttandh\A{illing t’<’) tackle
enver’s tough issues.

Male, Age 65+, DEM

What are the one or two reasons why you have a favorable )

COLORADO impression of Mayor Johnston?
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Voters who have unfavorable impressions of him cite budget concerns and
handling of homelessness and immigrants as primary reasons why.

4 N
9% “I haven’t seen any improvement for the
homelessness problem we have and
Overspending/poor planning 25% prices continue to skyrocket.”

Male, Age 55-64, DEM

Handling homelessness poorly 20%
Taxpayer money going to homeless/immigrants 20% N

Downtown is worse 14%

e e 1 . . “He isn’t fit for the job. The city is rapidly
SOCIaIlst/IlberaI/progresswe pO|IC|eS 14% declining. He loves criminals and keeping

. o them on our streets.”
Not up to the job/poor results 12% Female, Age 35-44, IND

J
~\

Handling crime/drugs/safety poorly 10%

Layoffs 9% “He protects undocumented people
instead of the American citizens who are
Sanctuary city 6% paying taxes. And lies about crime and
.. ) ) ] enables people to get free benefits on the

(o)
Handling illegal immigration poorly 6% taxpayers’ dime”

Female, Age 65+, GOP )

What are the one or two reasons why you have an unfavorable

COLORADO impression of Mayor Johnston?
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Voters’ top two reasons for having a favorable impression of Mayor Johnston
remain consistent with what they said last year. Standing up to Trump is a new
reason voters provided this year.

2024 2025 Change

Getting things done/trying/keeping promises 18% 25%

Stands up to Trump - 6%

Revitalizing downtown 7% 12%

Community engagement 3% 6%

Addressing crime/safety 1% 3%

Improving housing costs 4% 5%

Addressing homelessness 42% 39%

Hear good things/favorable (general) 14% 5%

What are the one or two reasons why you have a favorable
COLORADO impression of Mayor Johnston?
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Last year, handling homelessness poorly was the top reason voters gave for having an
unfavorable opinion of the Mayor. That issue remains in the top two this year, but
overspending and poor planning (a new category) is the top mention. Voters’ concern over

city employee layoffs is also new this year.
2024 2025 Change

Overspending/poor planning - 25% @

Downtown is worse 4% 14% +10

Layoffs - 9% 9

Taxpayer money going to homeless/immigrants 13% 20% +7

Sanctuary city 3% 6% +3

Socialist/liberal/progressive policies 12% 14%

Not up to the job/poor results 13% 12%

Handling crime/drugs/safety poorly 17% 10%

Handling illegal immigration poorly 16% 6%

Handling homelessness poorly 40% 20%

What are the one or two reasons why you have an unfavorable

COLORADO impression of Mayor Johnston?
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Unchanged since last year, a plurality of Denverites think Mayor Johnston
has started moving things in the right direction, but needs to do more.

He has made significant progress in addressing
the city’s challenges

He has started moving things in the right
direction but needs to do more

He hasn’t made any progress in addressing the
city’s challenges

He has made things worse

Thinking about Mayor Mike Johnston again — he has been in office for just over two years. Which best describes how you think he is doing as Mayor?

COLORADO
POLLING A./\SQ@CT NEW BRIDGE STRATEGY

INSTITUTE trategic




A majority of voters say Mayor Johnston has made progress to
address homelessness in the time since he took office. A few more
say he has made “significant progress” compared to last year.

24% 23%

Homelessness 2024 2025

M Significant Progress W Needs to Do More HNo Progress M Made Things Worse

For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant progress in addressing that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs
to do more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.
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There has been an increase compared to last year in the share of
voters who think Mayor Johnston has made progress to address
crime and public safety.

Crime and public 2024 2025

s afety M Significant Progress W Needs to Do More HNo Progress M Made Things Worse

For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant progress in addressing that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs
to do more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.
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A plurality of Denverites say Mayor Johnston has made no progress
in addressing the affordability of housing, though more voters this
year say he has made some progress.

SZ0)

%jLJ
— HD

The affordability 2024 2025

o M Significant Progress W Needs to Do More HNo Progress M Made Things Worse
of housing

For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant progress in addressing that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs
to do more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.
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Voters are skeptical of whether Mayor Johnston has made progress
in terms of addressing Denver’s jobs and the economy.

Jobs and the p—

ECO n O my M Significant Progress W Needs to Do More [ENo Progress WM Made Things Worse

For each of the following issues, please indicate if you feel Mayor Mike Johnston is making significant progress in addressing that issue, if he has started moving things in the right direction but needs
to do more, he hasn’t made any progress addressing that issue or he has made things worse.
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Voters are mixed in their views of the way Mayor Johnston has dealt
with the Trump Administration. One-in-three voters don’t know
enough to say.

22% 22%
Strongly Strongly
Approve Disapprove

M Total Approve M Total Disapprove H Don't know enough to say

Do you approve or disapprove of the way that Mayor Mike Johnston has dealt with the Trump Administration, or do you not know enough to say one way or the other?
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Views of the Denver School Board remain largely unfavorable.

/\ June 2024

August 2025

21% 47%

Denver School
Board

H Very Favorable H Total Favorable Very Unfavorable M Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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That stands in contrast to their overall views of public schools,
although they are more apt to say they have an unfavorable opinion
of charter schools specifically.

11% .
Charter Public

schools in schools in

Denver n— Denver ﬁ

H Very Favorable H Total Favorable @ Very Unfavorable Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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There are significant distinctions in how Denverites feel about charter schools
and public schools based on their level of educational attainment.

Charter schools in Denver Public schools in Denver

62%

43% 43%

+9 -14 -19 +0 +15 +34

Less than College College Grad Post Grad Less than College College Grad Post Grad

M Total Favorable M Total Unfavorable M Heard of/No Opinion

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Nearly half of Denverites have considered moving or already moved
due to the cost of living.

- | 33% W@ 6%

To a different city or town

To a different
that is more affordable /\ /\

neighborhood in Denver

that is more affordable
| already moved in the

last few years due to the
cost of living

In the last few years, have you seriously considered moving due to the cost of living, either...
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Nearly half of Republicans say they have considered moving out of
Denver.

Republicans 49%

~ Independents 37%

Democrats 26%

To a different city or town
that is more affordable

In the last few years, have you se nsidered moving due to the cost of liv either.
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Denver residents are largely in agreement that the city has too little housing
for people with low incomes and middle incomes and too much housing for
people with higher incomes.

Ranked by % Too Little Too much Too little Right amount

Housing for people with low incomes 6% 83%|10%

Housing for people with moderate incomes | 4% |176%  19%

Housing for people with higher incomes 53% 7% 38%

Do you think there is too much, too little, or the right amount of each of the following in Denver today?
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While there are some distinctions, strong majorities across party and region
say there is too little housing for people with low incomes.

Showing % Too Little
Republicans 63%

Independents 79%
Democrats 91%
Northwest 84%
Southwest 82%
Southeast 78%
Northeast 88%

Central 90%

Do you think there is too much, too little, or the right amount of each of the following in Denver today?
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A majority of Denver residents say they would prioritize ensuring
affordability when planning for development.

/ 2\
Al

S

™

(o)
58% 32%
Maintaining the look and Reducing growth

Ensuring affordability feel of neighborhoods

Some people have indicated that in planning for development, the City may have to make some trade-offs between different elements of development. Which ONE of the following is most important to you? That the

City focus on...
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Homeownership significantly affects how residents would prioritize
development. Nearly three-in-four renters would prioritize ensuring
affordability compared to less than half of homeowners.

74%

Homeowners Renters

M Ensuring affordability =~ B Maintaining the look and feel of neighborhoods M Reducing growth

Some people have indicated that in planning for development, the City may have to make some trade-offs between different elements of development. Which ONE of the following is most important to you? That the
City focus on...
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Affordability is most important to newer Denver residents, though
majorities place that as a top priority regardless of length of
residence.

0-5 Years Resident 6-10 Years Resident 11-19 Years Resident 20+ Years Resident/Native

M Ensuring affordability H Maintaining look and feel of neighborhoods M Reducing growth

Some people have indicated that in planning for development, the City may have to make some trade-offs between different elements of development. Which ONE of the following is most important to you? That the
City focus on...

COLORADO

POLLING A/\SQ@CT NEW BRIDGE STRATEGY

INSTITUTE trategic




Unsurprisingly, affordability is most important to voters who are
struggling to make ends meet.

Personal Finances: Comfortable Personal Finances: Getting By Personal Finances: Difficult to Make Ends Meet

M Ensuring affordability H Maintaining look and feel of neighborhoods M Reducing growth

Some people have indicated that in planning for development, the City may have to make some trade-offs between different elements of development. Which ONE of the following is most important to you? That the
City focus on...
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Almost three-in-five say listening to the concerns of residents in a neighborhood where new
housing is being proposed should be a higher priority.

2023 2025

Listening to the concerns of residents in a
neighborhood where new housing is being
proposed, even if that means new housing
sometimes doesn’t get built

Building new housing in all neighborhoods even o
if that means sometimes new housing gets built
over the objections of current residents o

Which of the following options should be a higher priority for the city of Denver’s policies when it comes to new housing and development?
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Voters are split on whether difficulties for small businesses in Denver
are unique to the city or not.

It has gotten hard for small businesses 440/0

everywhere, not just in Denver

It has gotten too hard to run a profitable 43%

small business in Denver

Unsure

A number of longtime local restaurants, breweries and other businesses have closed this year or moved out of Denver. Which of the following better describes your view on this?
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Partisanship strongly affects how voters see this issue.

-77 -2 +21

Republicans Independents Democrats

M Hard for small businesses everywhere H Hard for small business in Denver M Unsure

A number of longtime local restaurants, breweries and other businesses have closed this year or moved out of Denver. Which of the following better describes your view on this?
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Voters who are struggling to make ends meet are more apt to see the
challenges small businesses face as unique to Denver compared to voters with
more comfortable finances.

+4 +5 -30

Personal Finances: Comfortable Personal Finances: Getting By Personal Finances: Difficult to Make Ends Meet

M Hard for small businesses everywhere H Hard for small business in Denver M Unsure

A number of longtime local restaurants, breweries and other businesses have closed this year or moved out of Denver. Which of the following better describes your view on this?
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Nearly one-in-three Denverites are unsure of whether Denver is more
welcoming to businesses or more challenging and stands in the way.

‘ More welcoming and 1 80/
N supports business 0

l',

(/

0
3Un25ureA’ More challenging and stands 270/0

in the way of business

More mixed

From what you may have seen, read or heard, would you say that Denver City government generally is -
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Nearly two-in-three Republicans think Denver city government is
more challenging and stands in the way of business.

-65 -14 +7

Republicans Independents Democrats

B More welcoming and supports business B More mixed B More challenging and stands in the way of business M Not sure

From what you may have seen, read or heard, would you say that Denver City government generally is -
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Overall, Denver voters are more positive in their assessment
of socialism than capitalism.

Socialism Capitalism

M Very Favorable H Total Favorable @ Very Unfavorable H Total Unfavorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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There are massive partisan distinctions.

-79 -5 +30

Republicans Independents Democrats

M Socialism: Total Favorable M Capitalism: Total Favorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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There are significant differences by age, with the youngest
Denverites nearly a mirror image of those ages 55+.

65% 66%

51% .
- - ]
(1]
+7

Age 18-34 Age 35-54 Age 55+

M Socialism: Total Favorable M Capitalism: Total Favorable

For each one, please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of that
person, or if there is someone you don't know too much about, you can indicate that as well.
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Voters are split on whether there are too many marijuana
dispensaries or the right amount in Denver.

Marijuana dispensaries

46% 50% 3%

Too Right Too
much amount little

Do you think there is too much, too little, or the right amount of each of the following in Denver today?
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Voters’ sentiment on city taxes has not changed from last year.

2024 2025

$ $ Way too high 35‘%) 320/0
High but acceptable 29% 29%

About right 2 7 % 2 9 OA)
ane would expect 8% 8%

Would you say that the taxes you pay to Denver city government are way too high, high but acceptable, about right, or lower than you would
expect for the services that Denver city government provides?
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Only one-in-four Denver voters say they have seen, read or heard a
lot or some about the 2025 Vibrant Denver Bond. More than half say
they haven’t seen anything at all.

2 7 % Total “A Lot/Some” by age/gender and party

Total A lot/Some Men 18-54
Men 55+

Women 18-54

Women 55+

16% 16%

Republicans

Independents

Democrats

HA lot H Some HA little M Nothing at all

How much have you seen, read or heard about the 2025 Vibrant Denver Bond prior to this survey?
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Nearly two-in-three Denverites say they are likely to support Mayor
Johnston’s package of bond proposals.

Mayor Mike Johnston and Denver City
Council are proposing a package of bond
proposals that will not increase taxes, but
will issue $950 million in new debt at a
repayment cost of 1.9 billion to address
transportation and mobility, city facilities,
parks and recreation, housing and
sheltering, and health and human services
in the City of Denver.

Based on what you know today, would you
say that you are...
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21% 19%
Likely to Support Likely to Oppose

+35

H Likely/Lean Towards Support H Likely/Lean Towards Oppose H Completely unsure

A/\SQt@CT NEW BRIDGE STRATEGY

rategic




A mere 4% say they are very confident in how wisely
Denver city government handles taxpayer money.

26%
Not

43% SENEEEE 48%

Somewhat

Total Confident e Total Not

Confident 2y Confident

Not very
confident

How confident would you say you are that Denver city government handles taxpayer money wisely? Would you say you are...

COLORADO

POLLING A/\SQ@CT NEW BRIDGE STRATEGY

INSTITUTE trategic




Nearly three-in-four Denverites have visited 16" Street in the last
year.

S

In the last 2-3 3 months to a year 1-2 years ago 3-4 years ago More than 5 years

months
1%
O have never been to 16t Street

And when was the last time you were on 16t Street, also known as the 16t Street Mall, in downtown?
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Older residents and Republican voters are less likely to have visited
16" Street in the last year.

Combined: Visited in the last year (73%)
Men 18-54
Men 55+
Women 18-54

In the last Women 55+
Republicans
year

Independents

Democrats

And when was the last time you were on 16t Street, also known as the 16t Street Mall, in downtown?
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Voters are significantly more optimistic about downtown Denver’s
recovery than they were two years ago.

30%

19%
5% 18% 6% 16%
Very optimistic Very pessimistic Very optimistic Very pessimistic

-15 +5
August 2023 August 2025

M Total optimistic O Neither optimistic nor pessimistic M Total pessimistic

Do you feel optimistic or pessimistic about the progress being made on downtown Denver’s recovery?

COLORADO

POLLING A/\SQ@CT NEW BRIDGE STRATEGY

INSTITUTE trategic




Those who have visited 16" Street in the last year are most likely to
be more optimistic about the progress being made on downtown
Denver’s recovery compared to residents who have not.

30%

20%
7% 13% 4% 22%
Very optimistic Very pessimistic Very optimistic Very pessimistic

+11 -12

Visited 16th Street: Within last year Visited 16th Street: Year+

M Total optimistic O Neither optimistic nor pessimistic M Total pessimistic

Do you feel optimistic or pessimistic about the progress being made on downtown Denver’s recovery?

COLORADO

POLLING A/\SQ@CT NEW BRIDGE STRATEGY

INSTITUTE trategic




Denver residents are divided over bike lanes and public transit
accessibility; view parks as adequate.

Ranked by % Too Little Too much Too little Right amount

Public transportation within an easy walk 2% 153% 1 45%

Bike lanes 28% 36% 35%

Shops or restaurants within an easy distance 0 o 0
of your house 2/0 33/3 64/1

Dog parks 8% (31%|58%
Parks within an easy walk O% 27% 73%

Do you think there is too much, too little, or the right amount of each of the following in Denver today?
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Voters are split in their views on whether the construction on East
Colfax will be worth it.

In October 2024, Denver began a $300 million
construction project to reduce travel times on
East Colfax by creating center-running bus o
rapid transit lanes shuttling between Broadway 3 8 /0
in Denver to Yosemite Street in Aurora. The
project is projected to be completed in 2027.

Do you feel optimistic or pessimistic that the
benefits of rapid transit will be worth the
construction disruption and cost, or do you not
know enough to say at this time?

Optimistic Pessimistic
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Liberal voters and those with positive views of the city are the most
optimistic about the benefits of the Colfax construction.

Top Subgroups: Optimistic (39%)
Denver head in right direction 57%

Very or somewhat confident in city o
: 55%
handling of taxpayer money

Democrat men 54%
Very liberal/socialist 53%
Men of Color 51%
Favorable image of Mayor 51%

Support bond measures 51%

View city taxes as about right 51%
Length of residence: 6-10 years 50%

Do you feel optimistic or pessimistic that the benefits of rapid transit will be worth the construction disruption and cost, or do you not know enough to say at this time?
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Lori Weigel & Kathryn Hahne
lori@newbridgestrategy.com
kathryn@newbridgestrategy.com

A /\ S Q ale J[ Kevin Ingham & Alex Dunn
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